The GOP Says They Love Elon. Privately,
They're Expressing Concerns.

Republican members are sending letters to constituents promising
oversight and limits on DOGE.

Sam Stein

and

Joe Perticone

REPUBLICANS IN CONGRESS HAVE WIDELY praised Elon Musk as he’s gone about restructuring
and in certain cases eliminating entire parts of the government.

But in private, they’ve expressed quite a different perspective on the head of DOGE and his wide-
ranging initiative.

A review of letters sent by Republican members of Congress to their constituents shows many
lawmakers expressing caution, even concern, about the role Musk is playing. Some members have
pledged to voters that they will serve as a guardrail for DOGE. Others have expressed apprehension
over the conflicts of interest that naturally result from the richest man on the planet—and a major
government contractor—having such immense sway over federal spending. Even more have
acknowledged fears that Musk may gain access to voters’ sensitive personal information.

“Elon Musk’s impressive track record of innovation provides valuable insights into how we can
streamline government operations and leverage technology to better serve our citizens,” Rep. Rob
Wittman (R-Va.) wrote in a letter to constituents. “That said, I share your concerns regarding potential
conflicts of interest and overreach. Protecting the personal information of Americans is a fundamental
responsibility, and any breach of privacy is alarming. The prospect of private individuals or companies
having unfettered access to sensitive data raises critical questions about accountability, oversight, and
the safeguarding of our citizens’ rights.”

Wittman, whose district is home to an estimated 20,000 federal employees, has publicly said that he
believes DOGE would “bring some value” to the government, specifically the Department of Defense.
His office did not return a request for comment.
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The constituent letters, a dozen of which were shared with The Bulwark by recipients, suggest that
Musk is causing nascent discomfort and increasing political anxiety among Republican lawmakers. The
billionaire Trump henchman has taken a howitzer to the federal government in the first few weeks of
the Trump administration, virtually erasing some independent agencies (such as USAID1), installing
his own teams in many others, and waging high-pitched PR battles against anyone who would attempt
to slow him down or put limits on his work.
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Members of Congress have acknowledged that they’ve been bombarded with calls and emails about
Musk and DOGE from their constituents. The form letters the lawmakers are sending in response
suggest that many of those calls are from constituents reaching out to convey opposition or concern.

In letters sent from his office, Rep. Mike Flood (R-Nebr.) went so far as to describe DOGE’s work as
“stressful” to voters. He offered them his assurances: Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent, Flood wrote,
had “told me, to my face, that Mr. Musk absolutely does not have full access to the federal payment
system.” He pledged to take his “responsibility, under the Constitution, very seriously” to respect
Congress’ “power of the purse,” and restated his intention “to protect Nebraskans.”


https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/02/07/musk-congress-doge-angry-calls/

In his letters to constituents, Rep. Daniel Webster (R-Fla.), a member of the House DOGE Caucus,
wrote that his “staff reached out to the White House to clarify the work Elon Musk and the engineers
on the DOGE task force are doing.” Webster described DOGE as a fairly anodyne entity “working to
help audit the work of federal agencies and have started with the Treasury Department.” He stressed
that its members “are being vetted to ensure qualifications are met and then monitored by Treasury
officials throughout their work.” He added: “They do not have access to Americans’ sensitive details or
information, and they cannot stop payments.”

Share
But the question of how much access DOGE should and should not have to sensitive information and
systems is, in reality, a subject of intense legal wrangling. Musk’s team has sought to gain access to,
and even control of, numerous federal databases, IT systems, and agencies. He has said he wants to
audit the Social Security Administration, moved to upend billions of dollars in biomedical research
funding, placed DOGE teams in the Department of Education, and gained access to the Treasury
payment system, which disburses funds for some $5 trillion in government functions. A recent court
decision sought to limit both the scope and nature of that access (restricting it read-only for a few
DOGE members). But Musk has responded by pushing to impeach the judge who issued that ruling.

A major, implicit undertone of the constituent letters sent by members of Congress is that voters are
now fearful that their personal data and government benefits have been put at great risk—accusations
that Musk has downplayed.

Rep. Ben Cline (R-Va.) wrote in a letter that DOGE “is an essential initiative to reduce wasteful
spending, cut bureaucratic red tape, and modernize government technology.” But he also emphasized
that “There is no evidence to support the allegation that Elon Musk or his team has unlawfully accessed
or seized sensitive data. Any access to citizen data is strictly regulated, and the role of DOGE is
focused on modernizing outdated systems, not compiling private information.”

Cline’s district has more than 12,000 federal employees.

Sen. Deb Fischer (R-Nebr.), a high-ranking appropriator, stressed to constituents that she is closely
monitoring Americans’ data security.

“I believe that it is valuable for the federal government’s operations and processes to be reviewed to
identify potential efficiencies and cost savings,” Fischer wrote. “However, I also understand that the
Treasury Department’s payment system contains extremely sensitive and confidential data. It is critical
for the Treasury Department to maintain its strict procedures to ensure that this data is protected and
not improperly disclosed while this review is underway. Please be assured that I will continue to
closely monitor this situation in the days and weeks ahead.”

And Senator John Curtis (R-Utah) said in a form letter that it was “important that DOGE operates with
appropriate oversight to maintain transparency, prevent conflicts of interest, and ensure its work
remains focused on serving the American people.”

Some Republicans in Congress have gone public with these concerns, including Sen. Kevin Cramer (R-
N.D.), who recently told CNN, “there have to be guardrails, obviously, on what information [Musk]
accesses, but, more importantly, what he does with it,” noting that Musk is a major defense contractor.
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But forthright public statements like that are the exception, not the norm. And they are usually caveated
with heaps of praise for Musk. A spokesman for Rep. Flood noted that the congressman said budget
cutting would be a “painful process” on Bloomberg TV last week. But the congressman also said in a
separate radio appearance that he thought Musk and DOGE’s work “helps democracy.”

Other constituent form letters that 7he Bulwark obtained showed GOP lawmakers heaping praise on
DOGE in private.

Rep. Andy Harris (R-Md.) said in his office letter: “I strongly support the DOGE efforts to streamline
and improve government efficiency and performance. The fact of the matter is that after decades of
senseless spending, waste, and abuse of federal taxpayers’ dollars, we are in desperate need to slash
down our deficit and downsize the federal government.”

Sen. Ted Budd (R-N.C.), a member of the Senate DOGE caucus, wrote something similar: “Already,
DOGE has uncovered millions spent on drag shows in foreign countries, dangerous coronavirus
research in Wuhan, and pottery classes in Morocco. These dollars should have been used to benefit
Americans at home or pay down the debt. That’s why I believe that we need to allow DOGE to
complete its work.”

Trump, for his part, has expressed practically no reservations. He has stated that he retains the right to
push back on DOGE and not agree with its findings. But he has also done little to restrain Musk and his
team. The White House recently said Musk would be tasked with policing his own conflicts of interest.
And after Musk posted about impeaching the judge who limited DOGE’s access to the Treasury
payment systems, Vice President JD Vance condemned the separation of powers, writing that judges
“aren’t allowed to control the executive’s legitimate power.”
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If a judge tried to tell a general how to conduct a military operation, that
would be illegal.

If a judge tried to command the attorney general in how to use her
discretion as a prosecutor, that's also illegal.

Judges aren't allowed to control the executive's legitimate power.

X1 Why can't judges interfere with prosecutions?
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Technically, an “independent establishment” within the executive branch.
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Members of Congress have acknowledged that they’ve been bombarded with calls and emails about Musk and DOGE from their constituents. The form letters the lawmakers are sending in response suggest that many of those calls are from constituents reaching out to convey opposition or concern.

In letters sent from his office, Rep. Mike Flood (R-Nebr.) went so far as to describe DOGE’s work as “stressful” to voters. He offered them his assurances: Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent, Flood wrote, had “told me, to my face, that Mr. Musk absolutely does not have full access to the federal payment system.” He pledged to take his “responsibility, under the Constitution, very seriously” to respect Congress’ “power of the purse,” and restated his intention “to protect Nebraskans.”

In his letters to constituents, Rep. Daniel Webster (R-Fla.), a member of the House DOGE Caucus, wrote that his “staff reached out to the White House to clarify the work Elon Musk and the engineers on the DOGE task force are doing.” Webster described DOGE as a fairly anodyne entity “working to help audit the work of federal agencies and have started with the Treasury Department.” He stressed that its members “are being vetted to ensure qualifications are met and then monitored by Treasury officials throughout their work.” He added: “They do not have access to Americans’ sensitive details or information, and they cannot stop payments.”
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But the question of how much access DOGE should and should not have to sensitive information and systems is, in reality, a subject of intense legal wrangling. Musk’s team has sought to gain access to, and even control of, numerous federal databases, IT systems, and agencies. He has said he wants to audit the Social Security Administration, moved to upend billions of dollars in biomedical research funding, placed DOGE teams in the Department of Education, and gained access to the Treasury payment system, which disburses funds for some $5 trillion in government functions. A recent court decision sought to limit both the scope and nature of that access (restricting it read-only for a few DOGE members). But Musk has responded by pushing to impeach the judge who issued that ruling.

A major, implicit undertone of the constituent letters sent by members of Congress is that voters are now fearful that their personal data and government benefits have been put at great risk—accusations that Musk has downplayed.

Rep. Ben Cline (R-Va.) wrote in a letter that DOGE “is an essential initiative to reduce wasteful spending, cut bureaucratic red tape, and modernize government technology.” But he also emphasized that “There is no evidence to support the allegation that Elon Musk or his team has unlawfully accessed or seized sensitive data. Any access to citizen data is strictly regulated, and the role of DOGE is focused on modernizing outdated systems, not compiling private information.”

Cline’s district has more than 12,000 federal employees.

Sen. Deb Fischer (R-Nebr.), a high-ranking appropriator, stressed to constituents that she is closely monitoring Americans’ data security.

“I believe that it is valuable for the federal government’s operations and processes to be reviewed to identify potential efficiencies and cost savings,” Fischer wrote. “However, I also understand that the Treasury Department’s payment system contains extremely sensitive and confidential data. It is critical for the Treasury Department to maintain its strict procedures to ensure that this data is protected and not improperly disclosed while this review is underway. Please be assured that I will continue to closely monitor this situation in the days and weeks ahead.”

And Senator John Curtis (R-Utah) said in a form letter that it was “important that DOGE operates with appropriate oversight to maintain transparency, prevent conflicts of interest, and ensure its work remains focused on serving the American people.”

Some Republicans in Congress have gone public with these concerns, including Sen. Kevin Cramer (R-N.D.), who recently told CNN, “there have to be guardrails, obviously, on what information [Musk] accesses, but, more importantly, what he does with it,” noting that Musk is a major defense contractor.

But forthright public statements like that are the exception, not the norm. And they are usually caveated with heaps of praise for Musk. A spokesman for Rep. Flood noted that the congressman said budget cutting would be a “painful process” on Bloomberg TV last week. But the congressman also said in a separate radio appearance that he thought Musk and DOGE’s work “helps democracy.”

Other constituent form letters that The Bulwark obtained showed GOP lawmakers heaping praise on DOGE in private.

Rep. Andy Harris (R-Md.) said in his office letter: “I strongly support the DOGE efforts to streamline and improve government efficiency and performance. The fact of the matter is that after decades of senseless spending, waste, and abuse of federal taxpayers’ dollars, we are in desperate need to slash down our deficit and downsize the federal government.”

Sen. Ted Budd (R-N.C.), a member of the Senate DOGE caucus, wrote something similar: “Already, DOGE has uncovered millions spent on drag shows in foreign countries, dangerous coronavirus research in Wuhan, and pottery classes in Morocco. These dollars should have been used to benefit Americans at home or pay down the debt. That’s why I believe that we need to allow DOGE to complete its work.”

Trump, for his part, has expressed practically no reservations. He has stated that he retains the right to push back on DOGE and not agree with its findings. But he has also done little to restrain Musk and his team. The White House recently said Musk would be tasked with policing his own conflicts of interest. And after Musk posted about impeaching the judge who limited DOGE’s access to the Treasury payment systems, Vice President JD Vance condemned the separation of powers, writing that judges “aren’t allowed to control the executive’s legitimate power.”
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WUnited States Senate

'WASHINGTON, DC 20510 [rra——
February 7,2025

Dear Hannah,
Thank you for sharing your concerns with me. I value your input and appreciate hearing from
you.

As your United States Senator, I do my best to act in the interests of Nebraska and the
nation. Your suggestions, comments, and feedback are very important to me. It is this dialogue
between elected offiials and the people they represent that helps make our democratic process
work.

As you may know, on February 4, the Treasury Department stated that it was undergoing a
review of its payment systems to maximize payment integrity and security. As part of this review,
career Treasury Department st are working with Tom Krause, the CEO of Cloud Software
Group, a technology company. Mr. Krause has been hired as a special government employee,
subject 10 federal ethics standards and security requirements that include maintaining a top secret
security clearance. Mr. Krause and Treasury Department career staff have access to "read-only
data from the Department's payment system, similar to the access that auditors of the Treasury
Department have. The Department of the Treasury has stated that al operational processes continue
to be conducted only by career staff, and that no federal payment instructions submitied to Treasury
by other federal agencies have been or obligations have been suspended or rejected by Treasury.

On February 5. the Treasury Department and a group of federal employee government unions
entered into a court order to limit access to the payment system. Specifically, the court order states
that the Treasury Department may only provide access to Mr. Krause, and to Mr. Marko Elez, who
is also a special government employee., along with Treasury Department siaff who regularly access
the payment system as part of their duties.

Tbelieve that it is valuable for the federal government's operations and processes to be
reviewed to identify potential efficiencies and cost savings. However, I also understand that the
Treasury Department's payment system contains extremely sensitive and confidential data. It is
critical for the Treasury Department to maintain its strict procedures to ensure that this data is
protected and not improperly disclosed while this review is underway. Please be assured that I will
continue to closely monitor this situation in the days and weeks ahead.




MIKE FLOOD Wesmron, ocomc
157 DisTRT, Neawasia

ot 38 1558

Congress of the Enited States S
Thouse of Representatives
Washington, DE 20515

February 6, 2025
Dear Ms. Kelly:

‘Thank you for reaching out to my office regarding Mr. Elon Musk's efforts in the Department of Government
Efficiency. Please know you're not the only one who has expressed concern and I want you to know I hear you.

On Monday of this week, I had the opportunity to ask our new Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent about whether
Mr. Musk had access to the federal payment system. The Treasury Secretary told me, to my face, that Mr. Musk
absolutely does not have full access to the federal payment system.

Secretary Bessent confirmed to me that Mr. Musk has read-only access to the data containing the information
about where U.S. Government payments have been made. This secms reasonable to me, given the fact that states like.
Nebraska employ a full-time state auditor to ensure that agencies are spending money consistent with the orders of
the Legislative Branch and to eliminate waste, fraud and abuse.

Although this process is stressful, T want you to know that I take my responsibility, under the Constitution, very
seriously. Article T of our U.S. Constitution gives Members of Congress the power of the purse to decide and direct
spending following a successfully passed budget signed by the President. I intend to protect Nebraskans and
appreciate the fact that you feel the same.

T encourage you to stay in contact with my office. T wish you all the best.

Yours very truly,




DANEL weBsTER o,

o e Congress of the Tnited States
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL Iouse of Representatives mone S e
o Washington, DE 20315-0011 jisarted

February 6, 202

—
1 want o clear up some misconcepions about th work of the Depariment o Government Effciency (DOGE),

DOGE is the renaming of a team original created by President Obama, which also existed under President Biden. Obama called i the
S Dighal Senvice and much e those working for President Trump thiough Elon Musk - Obama and Blden's teams had accoss to

systoms In fodoral agencios, such as the Modicare mainirame for handling payments, Soclal Security paymants and veterans'
benalits payments, Under Presidents Obama and Biden,tis group did' achieve much. Afe being swom i, President Trump signed
an execuive order renaming thisently and tasked H wih Streamliing feceral cperations and reducing bureaucratic nefficiencies.

My staff eached out o the Wi House t ciariy the work Elon Musk and the engineers on the DOGE task foce are doing. They il be
working 1o help au he wrk of federal agencies and have siartd wih e Treasury Dapartment, Membors of the DOGE tear aro
being vetted to ensura qualifications ara mat and then monitorad by Trasury officals throughout ther work. They do o have
accoss to Americans' sonsitivo dotals o Information, and they cannot stop paymants. Treasury Secelary Scott Bossent, who was.
confimed by the U.S. Senate, granted the DOGE team accoss to he Troasury's payment sysiom in  foad-only capaciy o eviow he
overall affcency of the sysiem. This s the same acoess the Treasury Deparimen provides o ndividuals audiing Treasury systems and
maintains the same evel of ntegry

We have a simiar group here in Congress focused on cuttng government waste and saving taxpayer dolrs. 1 was one of the early
mambers of tis group. | have long worked Lo raign in wastalul govemment spending and am trled Prosidont Trump is making tis a
oy as well.

‘Thank you again for taking the time to contact me. To stay updated on wha's happening in Washington, sizn up for my
weekly Webster Wire, Thank you for allowing me to serve as your U.S. Representativ.

Your servant,

Member of Congress




L&




JOHN B. CURTIS nussil none

B Wnited States Senate s

Februay 6,202

Dw.

Thankyou o escling ot 0 shar your hoghts o he Depstment of Govermen Eficcney (DOGE) s Elon Musk's ol i the s adinisation. |
appccite eiring sou iews and value th opparity 1o Espond

“The Department o Gosermment Efficicney was esablished by a exccutive onde suad by Presdent Trunp, DOGE operstes i the Exceutive Office
ofhe President, ranin s offcasaccess sl unclasiied gency ecods sofware sy, and 1T nfsstrctre Thegosl of DOGE s o odenize
Eovemment oprntions, il brsaueracs. nd denify opportunte o costsvings. Whie | scognize conce rom Ut regardig speding
cuts nd aency eform, 1 support oot ke the federal gvermment o it espcily i hey help addess o growing nationlde.

Our countyfaces srios fsalchallnge, nd 1 ave consistenly sid i e st ks o dei problemseriously. Tarered ad responsile spending
redcrons e sl 1 educing th deicit W aianing el srvices. 1EDOGE e help elininse wase enbince produciviy, ad bing
much-ncedad sficeney o fderal agencie, it will be 3t e ight divcton,

A5 head o DOGE, Elo Musk ha b sk il vercein efors t pro govermnen ey His bckground insrsnlng oprstions and
dving movation i el Known, s i eadesip il andoubcdly shpe th oganiztion' ppeoach. At th e e, i  mpostan ht DOGE
opersteswilh appropeisc oveight o maitan ansprency reenconfcsof et and esurs s work enain focusd onseving the Amercan

peope.
“Than youagain o shaing yourconcers nd eories with . You npat s ialusble s | work 10 eprscnt Ui i the Sense T sty updated o my
ok stivite,plese oo e an X (T Twite), scebook,and Instsgran 1 @ senjohncuts, Fo ore normation ot 56 6 o my
newsloier,visi s cus s

Sincerely.

John R Curic
Uit Sses Senstor








The GOP Says They Love Elon. Privately,
They're Expressing Concerns.

Republcan members ae sendingeters o constuents promising
oversightand it on DOGE.
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